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Anything in RED is for your information.  DELETE ITAND WRITE your answers in those sections!  
Lab Title: *The effect of ___________ on ____________.
Abstract: 
* The first sentence or two should indicate the science concept being investigated.
* Next, state the objective(s) of the investigation.
*Follow by the hypothesis of the investigation.
* Summarize, in two or three sentences, the procedure used for testing and solving for your hypothesis.

* Then, in one or two sentences, write the overall results from the experiment.

* Finally, the conclusion drawn from your experiment
Introduction:

* Provide background information that is relevant to this lab.

* Be sure to state: 1. The purpose of the investigation and 2. Your hypothesis!
* Use the background reading to help you write this section, but remember that your writing must be in YOUR OWN WORDS.
* This section should give the reader all the background information they need to understand the investigation.
Methods:
* Write a sentence or two that lists the materials that were used in the investigation that can flow with the procedure section. 

* The procedure is done in the past tense since you are reporting your results of your lab, and the sentence order gives the reader an idea of what is done first, and so on.
* This section should be thorough enough that another student could use it as a guide and recreate the lab with similar results.
Results:
* This is where all your data goes as well as the analysis of that data.

* Use a table or a paragraph form to organize what you saw, heard, smelled or touched. 
* Use the tables given in the lab handout or design one, if one has not been given with the handout.  Do not forget to write the units with your measurements.    
* Use any graphs that will help the reader to clearly see and understand the trends in your data.  Do not forget to label your graphs.
* If you were writing numbers or observations, but do not know why you wrote them on your pre-lab paper, ask yourself: "How did I get this piece of information? What instrument did I use to collect this information?" 
* Discuss anything that happened during the activity that may have affected your measurements.  In other words, think about human errors that affect how someone can make a mistake when taking measurements. 

Discussion:
* In a paragraph form: summarize your findings, explain whether the data supports the hypothesis or not, and put the results of the investigation into a larger context.  

*Explain whether your data makes sense, and if it does, what does it all mean? What have you learned from your results? What would you do differently next time? What steps could be taken to improve the investigation.  What is the next experiment that you would design to take the investigation further?
* Discuss the answers to any questions you had in the prelab. Do not copy any of the questions or the answers to the questions written in the pre-lab paper.  Discuss means you are making sense of the answers you and your group wrote in a paragraph format.

* Accept or reject your hypothesis.

* EXPLAIN why you have accepted or rejected your hypothesis using the analysis of your data.

* List one thing you learned and describe how it applies to a real-life situation. 
 References:

* List all references alphabetically by author and year, just as you referenced them in your paper.  You should include at least one journal article or other reputable source of information that is not your textbook or lab handout.  You can use google scholar to search for journal articles.  
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